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Vii thili, NH, 


September 17, 1958 


Hon. W. Dourlas Scamnan 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Stratham, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Scammans 


In your letter of September 15, 1958 you refer 
to the frilure of the Governor and Council to award ths contract 
‘for installing seats in Representatives Iiall to the only respone 
sible bidder and you ask whether the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives or the Secretary of State can now order these 
seats, chargeable to the legislative appropriation. 


FSA 8:20 authorises the Director of Purchase & 
Property on roquisition of the Clerk of either legislative body 
or of the Secretary of State, to purchase legislative supplics, 
The lecislative appropriations to which you refer are contained in 
Chaptors 320 and 321 of the Laws of 1957. Noither of these provi- 
‘sions contin any reference to purchase of seats for Representatives 
Hall. The only reference in this respect is contained in Section 1, 
Chapter 293, Laws of 1957 relating to appropriations for capital. 
improvements. In view of the specific appropriation for seats in 
Chapter 293, with the requirement that the contract be awarded in 
accordance with the provisions of RSA 226:4, 4t is my opinion that 
any attempt to purchase the seats without competitive bidding would 
constitute a circumvention of a clear legislative mandate. 


It should be noted that even 4f such a purchase 
was authorized, in all the cirewnstances, no money could be spent 
by the State Treasurer unless he had recoived a warrant under the 
hand of the Governor with the advice ani se tiie of the Council. 
Wo. Const. Part II, Art. 5, 56. 


With every good wish, | 


Sincerely, 
ZIBB Louis C, Wyman 
LOW /m | Attorney General 


